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pulling out my papers Mr. Thurlow looked them over and
immediately wrote a note to my father upon the subject,
which I carried home, thereby gaining not only the promised
guinea, but credit for the manner in which I had effected
the business. (The Bar-maid at Nando's was the cher ami
of Mr. Thurlow, with whom she continued all her life, and
was by many supposed to have been his wife. She bore
him two daughters, both now women and well married,
he having left them large fortunes.)

I had the same sort of influence over Sir Fletcher Norton,
who by nature, was a rough, violent man. He wrote a vile
hand, yet nothing offended him so much as any of it being
referred back to him for explanation, and when such a
circumstance did occur, he was not sparing of abuse to the
messenger, in consequence of which all the Attorney's
Clerks had a great dislike to going near him, but I heeded
him not. He had once answered a case of importance for
my father, relative to a plantation appeal, where the opinion
was so execrably written that neither my father, who could
in general decipher his scrawl, nor any one else could make
it out. I was therefore dispatched to his Chambers in
Lincoln's Inn, where his clerk told me he was so busy he
could not be broken upon. I declared I must and would
see him, but the clerk would not go in to tell him so down
I sat in the outer room, his carriage being at the door to
take him to the House of Commons. In about half an hour
he was passing through in a great hurry when I arrested
his progress, with my Case. He would not touch it,
endeavouring to put me aside, saying,

" My dear boy, I am already too late. It is impossible
for me to stop one moment, I am going to the House, and
then to a consultation. Come to-morrow," and on he pushed
down stairs. I nevertheless stuck close, and to his utter
astonishment followed him into the carriage. At first, he
seemed offended, but soon observed I had done wisely,
adding, " and now, my man, tell me what's your business."

I presented my Case telling him the predicament his
opinion stood in.